
Page 1/5CJC FIBRE · cjcconsultants.co.za

North Asia-Thailand Bridge

Overview
Thailand, Laos, and China are advancing the construction of the second Nong Khai-
Vientiane Friendship Bridge to enhance regional connectivity and foster economic
growth.

Key Takeaways
The North Asia-Thailand Bridge, or Kra Land Bridge, is a 90-kilometre infrastructure
project linking the Andaman Sea to the Gulf of Thailand, designed to bypass the
Malacca Strait and enhance regional trade and strategic connectivity.

Project Overview

The Kra Land Bridge is planned to connect Ranong Port on the Andaman Sea with
Chumphon Port on the Gulf of Thailand via a 90-kilometre roadway and dual-track
railway. The project includes constructing deep-sea ports capable of handling 19. 4
million TEUs at Ranong and 13.

8 million TEUs at Chumphon, aiming to provide an alternative shipping route between
the Indian and Pacific Oceans, reducing transit times by up to four to nine days and
cutting shipping costs by approximately 15 percent.

Economic and Employment Impact

The land bridge is projected to generate up to 280,000 jobs and boost Thailand's GDP
by 1. 5 percent through expanded export opportunities. It is also expected to
transform the Southern Economic Corridor into a hub for high-value agriculture,
fisheries, and halal food production.
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The project is estimated to cost between USD 29–36 billion and is planned for
completion by 2039, with the first phase targeted for 2030.

Strategic and Geopolitical Significance

The bridge positions Thailand as a key transshipment hub in Southeast Asia, offering
an alternative to the congested Malacca Strait, which is controlled by Malaysia and
Singapore. It also enhances Thailand's strategic leverage in the region, attracting
investment from China, India, Saudi Arabia, and other partners while balancing
geopolitical interests. The project addresses global trade chokepoints and
strengthens Thailand's role in Indo-Pacific economic and security architecture.

Challenges and Considerations

Key challenges include the mountainous terrain of the Kra Isthmus, security concerns
in southern Thailand, and competition from upgraded ports in Singapore and
Malaysia. Investor concerns about financial viability and the need for public-private
partnerships are also significant. Careful planning is required to ensure the bridge
complements existing trade routes without over-reliance on any single country.

Regional Connectivity

The land bridge will improve port infrastructure, particularly at the underutilized
Ranong Port, which previously handled only 1,323 TEUs in 2023. It also opens
potential direct shipping links from Chattogram Port in Bangladesh, enhancing
regional trade integration. Once operational, the bridge could carry 30 percent of sea-
borne traffic between West Asia and Southeast/Far East Asia, significantly reshaping
regional logistics.

The Kra Land Bridge represents a transformative infrastructure initiative for Thailand,
combining economic growth, strategic positioning, and regional connectivity while
addressing long-standing maritime bottlenecks in Southeast Asia.

Article Content

Nong Khai & Vientiane Border Crossing

The border crossing that connects the Thai city of Nong Khai with the Lao capital city
of Vientiane via the First Thai-Lao Friendship Bridge is the most famous, historically
significant, and politically important

Thailand, Laos, And China Speed Up Collaborative Efforts To

Thailand, Laos, and China are advancing the construction of the second Nong Khai-
Vientiane Friendship Bridge to enhance regional connectivity and foster economic
growth. This key

Lao-Thai Friendship Bridge IV: Houayxay-Chiang Khong Guide
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Lao-Thai Friendship Bridge IV connects Houayxay, Laos to Chiang Khong, Thailand.
Learn eVisa rules, border crossing procedures, and essential travel tips.

New Lao-Thai bridge generates over US$2.2 in revenue in first month

The bridge connects Laos'' Route 13 with Thailand''s Highway 244, forming a
seamless road link between the two countries. It also forms part of the shortest
overland route linking Thailand,

Thailand''s Kra Land Bridge (Might) Reshape Asia

Thailand''s government has put together a serious proposal to build a land bridge
across the Thai Kra Isthmus connecting ports on either side, providing an alternative
for maritime shipping

2025/13 “Thailand''s Land Bridge: Navigating

Thailand''s land bridge project aims to establish a vital trade route between the
Andaman Sea and the Gulf of Thailand, offering an alternative to

Thailand''s Kra Land Bridge

Explore the economic significance of Thailand''s Kra Land Bridge, a strategic corridor
connecting the Pacific and Indian Oceans. Learn about the impact on global trade and
regional

Thailand''s Land Bridge: Navigating Geopolitical and Investor Concerns

Thailand''s land bridge project aims to establish a vital trade route between the
Andaman Sea and the Gulf of Thailand, offering an alternative to the congested
Malacca Strait.

From Narai to Srettha: Thailand''s long-standing dream of a shipping ...

For nearly 400 years, numerous Thai administrations have fixated on the idea of
creating a shipping route through Thailand''s Kra Isthmus. And current Thai Prime
Minister Srettha Thavisin is

Thailand Advances High-Speed Rail Project Linking

BANGKOK — Thailand''s high-speed rail project connecting Bangkok to China through
Laos has achieved significant progress, with the first phase

Hormuz crisis revives Thailand''s land bridge plan but business case ...

Thailand ''s vision for a land bridge splits opinion: some see it as a crucial new Asian
trade route for a global economy held hostage by geography, while others view it as
an expensive

2025/13 “Thailand''s Land Bridge: Navigating
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The land bridge project places Thailand at the centre of strategic rivalry between
China, India, and Western powers. Careful navigation is required

Navigating the Friendship Bridge from Thailand to Laos

The Thai-Lao Friendship Bridge stretches 1.2 kilometres over the Mekong, connecting
the small border town of Nong Khai, Thailand with

Thai Land Bridge bid straddles a delicate US-China line

BANGKOK – Thailand hopes China will help build a US$2.8 billion, east-west highway
and railway “Land Bridge” across the kingdom, linking the Andaman Sea and Gulf of
Thailand as a

Analysis: Thailand''s proposed land bridge project easier than Kra

The land bridge project is designed to provide a new trade route between the Indian
and Pacific Oceans, potentially bypassing the Malacca Straits, by linking two deep sea
ports on

A ''land bridge'' across Thailand''s Kra Isthmus: What is this centuries ...

A ''land bridge'' across Thailand''s Kra Isthmus: What is this centuries-old idea,
resurrected again? The initial idea was of a 90-km canal joining the Andaman Sea and
Gulf of Thailand. Now it is

Thailand''s Land Bridge and U.S. Policy Implications

Explore how Thailand''s Land Bridge could reshape Indo-Pacific trade and create new
policy challenges for the United States and China.

Thailand seizes on Hormuz fears to push land bridge dream

Image: Wikimedia BANGKOK – While Asia suffers from Strait of Hormuz blockades,
Bangkok is offering Beijing, Singapore and others a planned multi-billion dollar “land
bridge” across

Related Video Reference

This video was associated with the source search result. Verify technical details
against current product documentation and project requirements.
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Contact Us

Continue your research online:

Website: https://cjcconsultants.co.za
Technical inquiry: https://cjcconsultants.co.za/contact.html

This document is for preliminary research. Verify specifications against current
standards, product documentation and project requirements.
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